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Summary of Changes

	Date
	Section
	By
	Description

	10-25-2012
	Draft Guidelines
	RJ
	Adjustments made to the draft procedures. Added a 123 draft and further discussed assistants.

	10-25-2012
	Many
	RJ
	Adjustments made after meeting with Cindy Welsh and Bob Dowless of PRCS

	10-25-2012
	Added 2.1.1  
	RJ
	2.1.1 Voting eligibility

	10-25-2012
	Adjusted Draft Procedure 
	RJ
	3.8 – Coaches Children

	10-25-2012
	Added Middle School By-Laws
	RJ
	5.8

	10-25-2012
	Changes From 8/12 Board meeting
	RJ
	2.1 Contacts, 3.2.13 Game Limits,3.2.14 Warmup Times, 4.1 Playing Time, 

	10-25-2012
	3.8.4 Children’s Selection
	RJ
	Rounds of selection changed to 2 & 3

	10-25-2012
	3.8.5 Siblings
	RJ
	Cleared up what defines Sibling

	10-25-2012
	3.8.4 Coaches Children
	RJ
	Defined what a Coaches Child is

	10-25-2012
	2 Board
	RJ
	Adjusted Board Responsibilities & Positions for 2002

	10-25-2012
	5  Codes of Conduct
	RJ
	Moved to Section 5 Middle School Program

	10-25-2012
	3.5.3  Middle School Team
	RJ
	Moved to Section 5 Middle School Program

	10-25-2012
	3.3.2  Conduct of coaches
	RJ
	Section deleted since duplicated.

	10-25-2012
	3.2.18  Procedures for determining League Standings.
	RJ
	Updated section to include how standings will now be kept.

	10-25-2012
	3.2.17  Score Reporting
	RJ
	Added information about the daily game log that will be kept at each site.

	10-25-2012
	3.2.17  Limits on Game Forfeitures
	RJ
	Deleted Section

	10-25-2012
	3.2.13  Game Time Limits
	RJ
	Corrected Information for 2001

	10-25-2012
	3.2.8  Gym Opening Time
	RJ
	Corrected Information

	10-25-2012
	1.4.3  Meetings
	RJ
	Added line for meeting dates

	10-25-2012
	1.4.5 Additional Info 
	RJ
	Added

	10-25-2012
	2.1  Board Membership
	RJ
	Cleaned up for 2001 season

	10-25-2012
	3.2.6  Officiating
	RJ
	Added clause regarding age of officials. And Volunteers for games on 9ft baskets.

	10-25-2012
	4  Playing Rules adjusted
	RJ
	Cleaned up for 2001 season

	10-25-2012
	3.5.3 Middle School Teams
	RJ
	Clarified selection process for Middle School teams

	10-25-2012
	3.6.1 Roster Limitations
	RJ
	Number of players per roster updated.

	10-25-2012
	3.8.5 Siblings in Draft
	RJ
	Sibling handling in draft added.

	10-25-2012
	4.1 Boys & Girls A League rules
	RJ
	Changed playing requirement to match all other house league age groups.

	10-25-2012
	4.2 Boys & Girls B, C & D league rules
	RJ
	Added rules 9 & 10. Also condensed section.

	10-25-2012
	3.9 Attendance 
	RJ
	Attendance section added

	10-25-2012
	3.8 Draft Guidelines 
	RJ
	Draft Guidelines section added

	10-25-2012
	3.2.16 Forfeit Procedures
	RJ
	Added playing time

	10-25-2012
	3.6.1 League/Structure
	RJ
	Chart of Leagues with Grade & Age

	10-25-2012
	3.2.15 Allowable Timeouts
	RJ
	Changes in Timeout Rules.

	10-25-2012
	3.2.13 Game Time Limits
	RJ
	Adjustments made to match WLBL structure.

	10-25-2012
	3.2.6 Officiating
	RJ
	A, B & C leagues 2 officials.  D league 1.

	10-25-2012
	2.1 Board Membership
	RJ
	Initial Board Established at 6-25-2000 meeting

	10-25-2012
	ALL 
	RJ
	Added Section Numbers

	10-25-2012
	Entire Document
	RJ
	Initial Draft
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1. League Introduction

For over forty five years Western Loudoun Basketball League (WLBL) has provided an excellent opportunity for boys and girls to learn about and enjoy the wonderful game of basketball.   WLBL is a not-for-profit organization providing a fun, safe, recreational environment to play basketball for the youth of Western Loudoun County. WLBL is both an instructional and competitive youth basketball league intended for the enjoyment of the game of basketball for all level of players. 

WLBL's main objective is to instill a love for the game into every player that participates. 

· We challenge those that are competitive to become the best they can be within their ability. 

· We encourage those players that enjoy learning, to absorb as much as WLBL has to offer.

· We desire those that are just beginning the sport to have a long-lasting love and appreciation for the game. 

· We hope each player that participates will remember this experience for the remainder of their lives.
· Love the Game

· Leverage our Volunteers to Grow the Sport

· Open our Youth to the Love of the Game

· Victory is when our players develop their skills game

· Energize our Parents, and Players to respect the game

1.1 WLBL MISSION STATEMENT

The Western Loudoun Basketball League exists to enable the youth in the community to learn, grow, and develop skills via basketball competition by playing on their neighborhood teams. The main objective is to promote sportsmanship, integrity, and fairness that serves the best interests of the overall majority of the children who participate in our program.

1.2 CORPORATION

The name of the Corporation shall be known as Western Loudoun Basketball League, Inc. or (“League”).

1.3 OFFICES

Registered Office - The League shall maintain a registered office in the State of Virginia and a registered agent there at, subject to change thereof in the manner prescribed by law.

1.4 GOVERNANCE


Western Loudoun Basketball League, Inc. shall adopt and abide by the constitution (by-laws) of the League.  Any change of the League membership shall be made by a majority vote of the League’s Board of Directors during any meeting.

1.4.1 Fiscal Year

The League's fiscal year shall consist of twelve months (or one year), which shall run from January 1 through December 31.

1.4.2 Meetings

Meetings shall take place as required and are called by any member of the Board. The Secretary shall give notice of all meetings at least three working days in advance thereof to all Board members. 

All Public Meeting dates will be posted on the League’s Web Site calendar.
1.4.3  Vote 

All matters concerning policy of the League shall be decided by a majority vote of the Executive Board and members on motion of those present at any meeting of the Board.

A majority of the members of the Executive Board (at least 3 Executive Members) shall constitute a quorum at any meeting and the majority affirmative vote of those present shall govern, except when otherwise provided.  In case of a tie vote, the presiding officer of the Board shall be the tiebreaker.  The presiding officer is determined by the descending order of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Head Commissioner.

1.4.4  Additional Information 

For more information, please visit the League’s Web Site at: http://wlblhoops.sportssignup.com/site 

“2. WLBL “Board”

The name of the governing body of the Western Loudoun Basketball League (WLBL), herein referred to, as the "League" is the Western Loudoun Basketball Board (WLBB) herein referred to as the "Board". 

The Board, who will ultimately approve, disapprove, or act upon actions submitted at General Meetings, shall govern the League. Any changes made by the Board shall be incorporated into these policies. The Board shall be structured to administer the League as to provide a youth sports program featuring a balanced blend of sportsmanship, recreation, skill development and competitive activity. 

The Board shall administer the League under the general program guidance by the League President and policy guidance by the Board according to the By-laws and WLBL Rules. 

2.1 BOARD MEMBERSHIP

Board position terms will be for four consecutive years, to ensure League continuity and league functionality.  A Position can open sooner if a director decides to not return or resigns.  Any position which becomes vacant prior to an election will be appointed by the President until the next election year.  The position will be included in the next year’s election.  If the President position becomes vacate prior to the term ending, the Executive Vice President will fill the position until the next June Election.
Election Years are held in June and during the following designated years:

· President, Sponsorship Director, Middle School Commissioner, Secretary

> June 2024
· Executive Vice President, Treasurer, House Division Commissioners, Equipment Dir.
> June 2023
· Director of Commissioners, High School League Commissioner,


> June 2021
· Scholarship & Family Support Director, Marketing Director, Dir of Assessments 
> June 2022
These staggered elections of key Board positions will enable the league to seamlessly transition knowledge and functionality of the operations when a Board member departs.

Intentions to Run for Office must be received by the Board via email by June 1st prior to the position being open and send to all of the following emails: randy.l.james@gmail.com (President), stephen.renner@gmail.com (EVP), WLBLDave@gmail.com (Director of Commissioners), buckleyfamilyteams@gmail.com (Treasurer)  

Non-Disclosure Agreement & Board Member Agreement – WLBL (Western Loudoun Basketball League)

The following is an agreement between the WLBL Entity and Each Board member.  This is required to protect the integrity and privacy of the community we serve.

1. Confidential Information & Data Protection
WLBL proposes to disclose certain of its confidential and proprietary information (the "Confidential Information")
to each Board Member. Confidential Information shall include all data, registration information, telephone numbers, addresses, background information, ages, birthdates, and other information of registrants that will only be used by the board for the purposes of serving the WLBL league.  Any data that is extracted from our registration data base can only be used with the written consent of the board and only for purposes to conduct normal business operations.  

2. Banking Information & Transaction Privacy
Detailed information relative to procurement and purchasing with bank account and vendors will be maintained by the Treasurer and disclosed to the WLBL Executive Board during regular meetings.  For Community transparency, Quarterly & Yearly Financial reports will be published and provided to the community.

3. Email Distribution
WLBL Email distribution will be limited to the function of the league or for purposes of furthering basketball training & knowledge.   Basketball Camps and Clinics outside of WLBL may be distributed to the community but should not demonstrate any preference to a particular league.  

4. Scholarship Privacy
No information regarding who has obtained scholarships from the league will be shared outside of Board Members.

5. Conflict of Interest
While serving on the WLBL Board all board members agree to only serve on the WLBL board and no other Basketball Sports League Boards.  This will assure integrity of the WLBL mission.
Lastly,every Board Member is required to complete a Background Investigation in the system.
2.1.1 Voting Eligibility

Members in good standing may vote for board positions at the annual election meeting. The definition of member in “good standing” is as follows:
 

· Current Board Member (must attend at least 3 of the meetings in the previous year “Year to Date”)

· Current Coach (must attend all open meetings in the previous year “Year to Date”)
· Current Referee (must attend all open meetings in the previous year “Year to Date”)
· Any person attending all open meetings in the previous year “Year to Date”)
Recommendations can be put to the Board by any Member of the Board, Coaches, or parents during any Open of Closed Meeting.  The Executive Board will consider all Board Members voices during deliberation.  Final Voting decisions made for the yearly WLBL Operations Decisions and Expenditures shall be decided by a majority of vote by the WLBL Executive Board with any ties broken by the President or in the case of absence of the President, the Executive VP.  These votes shall be conducted for items such as the following examples:

· Rule Changes
· Procurement Decisions more than $250
· Scheduling Changes

· Tournament Decisions
· Change of Procurement Channels

For any expenditure less than $250 for the daily and ongoing operations of the league any executive board member may make the buying decision.  

For Procurements in excess of $250, the Executive Board must vote, either via email or in a Board Meeting.

The Board is comprised of the following positions and functions.
=========================================================================
	Position 
	Responsibilities 

	President & COO
Randy James interim
Stephen Renner
	Executive Board Member

Chief Operating Officer

General Coordinator of all league activities and meetings

Proceeds over all meetings 

Forms all committees on as needed basis

Develops and Creates Organizational Functions as league requirements change 

Operations manager and facilitator

Maintains relationship with local high schools 

Maintains relationship and Primary Point of Contact with Parks & Recreations

Secondary Approval Authority of all Expenditures

Schedules and Oversees Drafts

Final Authority on appeals of coach, spectator, or player ejection/removal



	Executive Vice President 

Stephen Renner interim
David Thornton
	Executive Board Member

Acts in absence of President 

Coordinates Requests for Quotes & Presents Quotes before the Executive Board

Forms Game Rules Committees as necessary to adapt to the needs of the WLBL community

Proceeds over all meetings 

Maintains relationship with local high schools 

Maintains relationship and Primary Point of Contact with Parks & Recreations

Secondary Approval Authority of all Expenditures

Schedules and Oversees Drafts

	Treasurer 

Jennifer Longo
	Executive Board

Maintains all league bank accounts and finances 

Pay all league bills, monitor funds 

Prepare league financial statement 

Prepare financials for tax preparation each year 

Final Review Authority of all Expenditures in excess of $250


	Director of Commissioners

David Thornton

	Executive Board Member

Head of all Commission

Oversees all Commissioners Decisions

	Board Commissioners

David Thornton

Calvin Smith

John Hall
Daniel Hensley

Paul Bundick
	Oversees all Division questions, concerns, coordination  

Oversees weekly games and activities

Recruits and chooses all coaches 

Coordinates with Parents, Coaches, Players on all Concerns

Runs assessments and drafts 

First Interface for Coaches who require assistance with Practice plans that are grade specific.

The Coaching Director will help coaches resolve basketball questions, official questions


	Director of Officials

Ruiqi Zhang
	Outsourced Oversight of all Officiating
Oversees WLBL referee program 

Handles recruitment and training of all referees 

Forms committees to determine referee levels, pay, and best pairings for games 

Manager of Arbiter to work with Treasurer on pay 



	Marketing Director

Vacant
	Oversees all Marketing and Digital Communications

Branding and School Communications to represent the League’s image



	Secretary

Vacant
Sponsorship Director 

John Hall
	Coordinates Meetings

Keep Minutes and Agenda Items

Director of Sponsors 

Director of Fundraising 

Spirit Wear Sales and Reporting



	Middle School (Travel) Commissioner 

Stephen Renner
	Attends all County Wide Middle School Travel Meetings 

Handles Overall Middle School Travel Program for WLBL 

Coordinates Tryouts and Team Selections=> using nonpartisan evaluators 

Coordinates Middle School Travel Head Coach Selection with interviews (including President and EVP)



	Equipment Director

Vacant
Director of Assessments and evaluations
Dave Thornton – House
Stephen Renner - Travel

	Inventory and Track Over-all Equipment

Assist in defining the equipment requirements for the season.

Distribution of Equipment

Procurement of Inventory Recommendations and Purchase

This is a temporary Position and is filled each year as the need arises.

Heads up all house evaluations 

Coordinates volunteers to run evaluations 

Coordinates assessors to help assess players for player assessment 

	Scholarship and Family Support
Catherine Welty Ramirez
Board Member At Large – Advisor

Randy James
	This position assists in Scholarship support

Family in Need Interface

Scholarship Request Coordination
Provide Advisory Services to the Board when requested

Settles disputes when the Board requests




=========================================================================

Committees will be formed each year to focus on additional areas as required.  

Volunteers will be nominated to lead the committees to ensure WLBL continues to serve the community.
2.2 MEETINGS

The League President via support of the other Board members will assure adherence to the By-laws and these policies and interpret “Robert’s Rules of Order”, current edition.  All meetings will be posted on the leagues web site.  All meetings will have an open forum for the community to express thoughts and suggestions.  There will be a minimum of 4 Open Forum meetings throughout the year.  The League will also conduct 3 Meetings throughout the year that will be closed door sessions; these meetings will be solely focused on the Operations Kickoff, Mid-Year Adjustment, and End of Season meeting.  These three meetings are only focused on tactical items to decide on kick off requirements, as well as adjustment that need to be made on coaches, officials, and parental conduct.
Schedule of Meetings

1. June – Open – Election of Officers

2. August  – Closed – Kick Off Board Meeting

3. Sept  – Closed – Scheduling Meeting

4. January- Open – Mid Year Scheduling

5. March – Open – Feedback Meeting
6. April – Closed – Decision Meeting for next Season
2.3 ORDER OF BUSINESS

The order of business at all regular meetings of the Board shall be as follows: 

a) A count of the representatives (or alternates) present for the purpose of establishing a quorum. 

b) A reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting and note corrections/additions/deletions

c) Reports of the Board Officers and Directors

d) Reports of the Board committees (if necessary). 

e) Reports on Action Items (if necessary)

f) Appointment of Officers (if necessary).

g) Unfinished business. 

h) New business. 

i) Review of new action items.

j) Open Forum
2.4 ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR LEAGUE

The League President as the chief operating officer of the League shall chair the Committee on Administration and Operations. As the chairperson of the Committee on Administration and Operation, the League President shall oversee the day-to-day responsibilities for the effective and efficient functioning of the Boys and Girls Leagues, including the activities of other elected members of the Committee, which shall, but not necessarily be limited to, individuals responsible for: 
a) the house league – including both boys and girls divisions
b) the middle school / travel program
c) schedules, training & sportsmanship, 

d) coaches and volunteers

e) website and all social media 
f) publicity, 
g) and other tasks as the Board may identify. 

The League President shall oversee all these components and the operations of the league.   The Board shall have the benefit of the services of staff of the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community Services to aid in League functions including the scheduling/use of all gyms and facilities.  The Parks and Recreation Department shall coordinate all gym usage with the schools for practices and games to ensure gym usage and availability.  The PRCS liaison will communicate directly with the WLBL liaison for schools, as well as the President. 

3. League Rules

3.1 PURPOSE 

These Western Loudoun Basketball League (WLBL) Rules are written to insure a balanced blend of sportsmanship, recreation, skill development and competitive activity in keeping with the WLBL Charter. Anyone attempting to negate the intent of these rules and/or policy of the WLBL Charter shall be denied membership and the right to participate in the WLBL program. 

3.2 GENERAL 

3.2.1 PREVAILING RULES. 
Games shall be played in accordance with the current National Federation of High School Basketball League Rules and the Virginia High School League Handbook, except for any changes specifically stated in these WLBL RULES. 

PLAYER REGISTRATION

Regarding Refunds:

After a player is registered, no refund of register fees will be granted except under extenuating circumstances.  These circumstances will only be considered under duress situations and are a very few.

WLBL registers players and plan our facilities/resources accordingly per the numbers of players that register months and weeks in advance. WLBL is a non-profit and can't afford to expend monies and then refund the fees to a family that decides not to participate after our planning and allocation of our limited resources. Our commitment to the community is to offer a development league that is relatively inexpensive and is focused on helping the Western Loudoun youth. Our fiduciary responsibility toward the youth and the community is to handle the monies in a wise way and we are always focused on the youth, as well as keeping the fees to a minimum, so that all who wish may participate. 

3.2.2 GAME SCHEDULING. 
The number of games to be played by each league, base days (Saturdays or Sundays), starting dates, tournament schedule, etc. will be determined at the Organizational Meeting of the WLBL prior to the start of the season. The League President will supervise scheduling of all games. Games will be played on Saturdays and Sundays; however, some games will have to be played on weeknights. Every effort will be made to schedule games so that the younger League’s will not have to play weeknight games. 

NOTE: Teams should be prepared to start their game 15 minutes prior to scheduled time if gym space and officials are available. Due to the number of games played at each gym each week it is very important for us to stay on schedule throughout the day so that the later games are on schedule.

3.2.3 Typical SEASON COMMENCEMENT DATES. 
	Aug 01

	Registration Opens


	Sep 30
	Registration Closes


	Sep 30/Oct1
	Player Assessments Begin


	Oct 20th Estimate
	Drafts Begin


	Nov 13

	Practices Begin



	
	


Games for Middle School & House begin on the first Saturday in December 

3.2.4 GAME CANCELLATION AND MAKEUPS.

Games will not be played when Western Loudoun County Schools are closed for the day, or dismissed early because of inclement weather, or other emergencies, or when games interfere with school functions. Such games may, but not necessarily be made up. If for any reason a game has not begun within one hour and thirty minutes after its scheduled time (by the start of the following game time) that game WILL NOT be played that day. A reasonable attempt will be made to make up all games. 

3.2.5 GAME RESCHEDULING. 
Games may not be rescheduled for any reason except by the League President. 

3.2.6 OFFICIATING. 
In all League games two (2) officials contracted by the WLBL will be assigned to officiate.  The league will require contractually that officials in games B League or higher have at least one official that is at least 18 years of age. In the event that no referee appears within FIFTEEN (15) minutes after the scheduled game time, or after termination of a preceding game, whichever is later, the game should begin as soon as possible with volunteer referee(s) agreed to by the opposing coaches. Coaches are encouraged to attempt to play the game in such instances. The results of the game will be official. Once an official referee does arrive, the game is to be turned over to him/her. The coach should inform the Recreation Department Building Director, who in turn will be responsible for notifying the official's organization immediately, and for informing the Recreation department on the next business day. 

WLBL will furnish it’s own referees for ALL house (Youth & High School) level games and will contract with PVOA for Middle School games. PVOA will provide oversight management, training, payment, W2 issuance, and mentoring for all Youth & HS officials.
3.2.7 SCHOOL FACILITY CONTROL. 
The Recreation Department Building Director is in charge of the school facilities. S/he will interpret all rules and regulations of the Recreation Department pertaining to the use of the facilities. 

3.2.8 GYM OPENING TIME. 
Gyms will be open FIFTEEN (15) minutes prior to the start of the first practice or game. Therefore arrival time of the teams should not be before 6:15PM on weekdays, 7:45AM on Saturdays and 11:45AM on Sundays. 

3.2.9 TEAM CONDUCT PRIOR TO SCHEDULED GAME. 
Teams waiting to play a second or third game should be seated in the stands until time for their game. No basketballs other than the team balls are allowed in the gym. No shooting at the baskets is permitted during time-outs or intermissions. Before each game only the teams warming up for that game should be shooting at the baskets.  Teams should be prepared to start their game 15 minutes prior to scheduled time if gym space and officials are available.

3.2.10 TEAM SUPERVISION. 
Each team must be supervised by their coach or responsible adult while in the schools.  Coaches MUST be present when players arrive for games and practices.  Coaches MUST stay until all players have been picked up after games and practices. 

3.2.11 HOME TEAM DESIGNATION. 
The home team will be the team on the right side of the schedule. Example: 1 vs. 2 (team 2 is designated the home team). 

3.2.12 SCORE TABLE ASSIGNMENTS. 
The home team will provide a scorer and the visiting team a timer. It shall be the responsibility of each coach to provide and to qualify individuals to perform these duties. No person under the age of SIXTEEN (16) shall be allowed to serve as the official scorer or timer. 

3.2.13 GAME TIME LIMITS. 
Games will be played by periods. The length of each period will be SIX (6) minutes for all age groups. Overtime will consist of (1) TWO (2) minute period if the game is still tied at that point Sudden Victory session will be held (Tap ball and first team to score wins).

** Note during overtime & sudden victory there are no playing time restrictions. 

3.2.14 WARMUP TIMES; HALFTIME. 
A minimum of FIVE (5) minutes will be allowed for warm-up between games and only FIVE (5) minutes between halves. Games will be scheduled ONE (1) hour apart. 

3.2.15 ALLOWABLE TIMEOUTS. 
A maximum of FOUR (4) full time-outs are allowed per team per game. ONE (1) additional time-out will be given to each team per overtime period. 

3.2.16 FORFEIT PROCEDURES. 

A game will be declared forfeit when: 

1) A team is not ready to play within FIFTEEN (15) minutes after the scheduled game time or after termination of a preceding game, whichever is the latest. 

2) A team plays an ineligible player. 

3) A team does not adhere to playing time requirements.

3.2.17 SCORE REPORTING PROCEDURES. 
Each Head Coach will be responsible for submitting the game scores into the web based scoring system.  The final score will be approved by a Board official to ensure the game book matches the submitted score.
3.2.18 PROCEDURES FOR DETERMINATION OF LEAGUE STANDINGS. 
Criteria for the regular season champions and tournament seeding will be as follows: 

For all divisions won/loss record will be kept during the year, which will be used to seed teams for playoffs. In the event of a tie in the standings a Points Against delta will be used to break the tie.

3.3 COACHES 

3.3.1 COACHES' QUALIFICATIONS. 

Each team will be assigned a WLBL Board approved coach. Coaches will submit an official WLBL Coaches application. Head Coaches must be at least TWENTY-ONE (21) years of age or accompanied by an Adult on the bench. The WLBL may suspend or expel coaches from the league for violation of its rules and the Code of Conduct. Teams must have someone 18 or older at each Game & Practice.
Criminal Background checks to include Sexual Predator investigations will be conducted on each Head Coach.
3.4 PLAYER ELIGIBILITY, PARTICIPATION & REGISTRATION 

3.4.1 ELIGIBILITY, PLAYER QUALIFICATIONS. 

All participants in the WLBL must be residents of Western Loudoun County. Non-Western Loudoun County club players are not permitted to play on teams from Western Loudoun County. Players from Western Loudoun County are not permitted to play on teams from non-Western Loudoun County clubs. 

3.4.2 PLAYER LIMITS ON PARTICIPATION. 

A player may participate on only ONE (1) WLBL team during the season.  Middle School team members can be active on a (AAU/YBOA, etc..) roster, however if a player misses a WLBL functions due to a conflict with one of these other organizations that player will be suspended from play for WLBL. This is to guarantee that players will be dedicated to their WLBL teams.

3.4.3 PLAYER AGE REQUIREMENTS. 

Age determination dates for each season: 

1) Boys & Girls may enter the League starting in the 2nd grade. 

2) Players may NOT be 16-years-old before March 31st.  This requirement does not pertain to the High School League.
3.4.4 PLAYER ELIGIBILITY DOCUMENTATION.  

The only acceptable proof of birth date will be an official Virginia DMV Identification Card, or Birth Certificate. These documents are required only at the initial registration for a player who desires to participate in WLBL. 

3.4.5 PLAYER EDUCATIONAL ELIGIBILITY. 

Players must live within the Western Loudoun Basketball League boundary which has feeder school designations into Loudoun Valley High School and Woodgrove High School.   All Players must meet both Age Requirements and boundary requirements to participate. 

3.4.6 LEAGUE REGISTRATION. 

Western Loudoun Basketball has now gone to an electronic registration for both its Youth and High School Rec leagues.  Registrations for the Youth league will open in early August, and will be on a FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE basis.  Only paid and complete registrations are guaranteed space on a team. 

.

3.5 LEAGUE STRUCTURE

3.5.1 House League Boys - Guidelines
	League
	Grades
	Age

	A
	8th
	Players may NOT be 16-years-old before March 31st.

	B
	7th 
	

	C
	6th 
	

	D
	5th 
	

	E
	4th 
	

	F
	3rd
	

	G
	2nd 
	


3.5.2 House League Girls - Guidelines
	League
	Grades
	Age

	A
	8th
	7th and 8th grade Divisions will be combined based upon registration numbers per grade

	B
	7th 
	

	C
	6th 
	5th and 6th grade Divisions will be combined based upon registration numbers per grade

	D
	5th 
	

	E
	4th
	

	F
	3rd
	2nd and 3rd grade Divisions will be combined based upon registration numbers per grade

	G
	2nd 
	


3.5.3 High School League 

	League
	Grades
	Age

	Lower HS
	9th & 10th 
	Players may NOT be 18-years-old before March 31st.

	Upper HS
	11th & 12th
	Players may NOT exceed 19 years old before March 31st


** This league structure can be modified depending on the overall number of participants.

3.6 TEAMS (House League)

3.6.1 ROSTER LIMITATIONS. 

All house (Boys & Girls) teams will have a soft cap  of Eight (8) players and a hard cap of Nine (9) players. In the young grades WLBL can place up to 10 players on a roster (Grades 2 – 4). If players are on a waiting list they will be added first come first serve to teams that lose players throughout the year. 

3.7 EQUIPMENT 

3.7.1 UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS. 

Each House team will be furnished with game T-shirts. Players not having a league jersey will not be allowed to play.  Shirt sleeves must not be removed! 

3.7.2 GYM SHOE REQUIREMENTS. 

Players cannot wear shoes that will leave marks on the gym floor. Players' shoes should not be worn out of doors into the gymnasium. Skid producing shoes will be prohibited during games.

3.7.3 JEWELRY LIMITATIONS. 

Players cannot wear jewelry on the gym floor. This includes earrings, bracelets, necklaces, and hair ties with metal or hard plastic clasps or clips. 

3.7.4 EYEGLASS LIMITATIONS. 

A player wearing glasses must have shatterproof lenses or an eyeglass protector (e.g., goggles). 

3.8 DRAFT GUIDELINES

A formal draft will be held in each division Boys & Girls each year.  All players are in draft.

3.8.1 Draft Management

A Board member will manage each Draft.  Each board member will have a draft sheet and follow the rules listed in this section.

3.8.2 Order of Draft

Numbers will be drawn from a card deck to determine order of draft.

3.8.3 Flow of Draft (Picks)

All drafts will follow a snake order!  For example, in a 6 team draft, the team with the first pick would get pick 1 then 12 & 13. The team with the 6th pick get picks 6, 7 then 18, 19.

	Round
	TEAMS 1 – 6

	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	2
	12
	11
	10
	9
	8
	7

	3
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

	4
	24
	23
	22
	21
	20
	19

	5
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	6
	36
	35
	34
	33
	32
	31

	7
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42

	8
	48
	47
	46
	45
	44
	43


** In the last round of the draft, the flow reverses order! In other words the team with the first overall pick in the draft will end up with the last pick in the draft.  So for example in a 6 team draft, if there are only 4 players available in the last round, team 4 would get the first pick in that round and team 1 would get the last pick. 

3.8.4 Coaches Children 

If the League’s Board determines that there is to vast a difference between the coaches children, we will invoke a 1,2,3 Draft for Coaches Children!   At the beginning of each draft coaches will be asked if the coaches children have fairly even abilities.  If the answer is a unanimous “yes” then standard draft applies.  If the answer is not unanimous then a 123 draft is executed.  If a 1,2,3 draft is used, then the majority vote from coaches present will dictate where a coaches child will be placed; the presiding board member running the draft will break any ties or log jams with a final decision for placement.  Board members running the draft have the full authority to also decide if a 1,2,3 draft is executed or if all coaches children will be placed in the same round.
** Coach’s children are limited to actual children or grandchildren not nieces or nephews.  Unless previously approved by the Board.
3.8.4.1 Standard Draft

1) Children of Coaches will be taken out of the draft prior to it beginning.  They will not be selected in any particular round.

2) If the coach has multiple children in the same division both children will be ranked
3.8.5 Siblings

In the case of Siblings all Brother & Sister combinations will be on the same team unless otherwise requested.  Siblings of the same grade must be drafted in succession. If there is a difference in grade, then there will be a one round gap between sibling picks. Siblings by league definition are brothers or sisters (by birth or marriage) living in the same residence. No Exceptions! 

The League will not promise any particular team placement except in extreme cases.
3.8.6 Assistant Coaches

The League does not allow pre-selected assistant coaches, which would pre-block a child.  If a head coach desires an assistant, he or she should either pick that player early or coordinate an agreement at draft time with the other coaches.  Assistant Coaches are expected to participate and understand all the rules of the game and the league. 

* The League does have the flexibility to adjust this under special circumstances, carpooling is not one of those circumstances.  Special exceptions are health, family distress otherwise conditions that are extreme for a family that would negatively affect a child’s well-being.
3.9 ATTENDANCE

Attendance is not monitored by the league!  However, the League will support the decision of its coaches to sit a player that does not attend practices without an acceptable reason. This action should be preceded by a conversation with the player and the opposing coach prior to the game, as well as the referee. The coach should contact a board member prior if this appears to be a direction the player is headed, so the board is aware of the possible consequence..

4. Middle School Program

4.1 Middle School Teams

Middle School teams for both boys and girls are on a tryout basis.  Players in the 6th, 7th & 8th grades can tryout for Middle School teams. Middle School teams will be made up of 10 - 12 players, selected by the head coach and approved by a sub-committee of the WLBL board.  All player selections must be approved!
During the assessment of the players; independent assessors will provide to the head coach assessments that will be utilized and reviewed with the sum-committee.
The sub-committee will consist of the following:

· Head Coach

· Middle School Director

· Vice President 

· President
If a sub-committee member is a parent of a player trying out, then that committee member shall abstain from the process.
4.2 Management

The Middle School programs should be run by a Board, which should consist of:

· Director of Middle School League

· Vice President - WLBL

· President - WLBL
4.3 Structure

Each House League will have a 6th grade Boys & Girls team 7th grade Boys & Girls team, and a 8th grade Boys & Girls team.

4.4 Teams

· Players must reside in the school district.

· For Boys - Players must be in the grade of the Middle School team but up to 2 (two) players can play “UP” a grade.  NO Players can ever play “down)

· 6th grade players play on 6th grade team

· 7th grade players play on 7th grade team, but up to two 6th grader could play “UP”

· 8th grade players play on 8th grade team, but up to two 7th graders could play “UP”

· For girls – each middle school will have two teams:

· “A” team will be the top ten (10) players trying out from all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders

· “B” team will be the next ten (10) players trying out from the 6th, 7th, and 8th graders

· Each team must start with a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 12 players.

· Roster must be turned into Middle School League Director within 2 days of the final tryout.

· Birth Certificate and Picture Id must accompany roster for each player.

· Copy of all material will be provided to Middle School League Director by Director of Registration.

· Only players on original roster may play in games.

· No Roster moves may be made after rosters are turned in.

· Coaches must keep track of their scores in the eteams web site.

· All middle school players must sign commitment form to ensure WLBL is their first priority for sports teams. 
4.5 Practice

· Director of Middle School will dictate the allowable amount of practice time per week with a maximum of  (3) hours schedule by THE LEAGUE.  

· No team will have access to more than 3 hours of practice time at facilities being managed by WLBL during the house season.  This is due to space limitations.

· Middle School teams are encouraged to schedule plenty of scrimmages with other middle school teams and house teams throughout the year.

4.6 Games

· Each team will have an equal number of home and away games but all games for each grade level will be played at a centralized gym location as scheduled by PRCS. 

· Home team provide Scorebook & away team a clock keeper

4.7 Selection

The selection process for the Middle School teams will go as follows:

· Only players who have made at least one tryout are eligible for selection

· 6th, 7th & 8th grade players indicating interest in the Middle School teams will tryout 1 to 2 weeks prior to the regular house league tryouts.

· As mentioned in section 3.1, the sub-committee & the Middle School coaches will review selection for team prior to house league drafts.

· Middle School teams players will be assessed an additional charge of $110 dollars to cover the cost of the uniforms they will own at the end of the season.
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 2012/2013 Middle School By-Laws

The below Middle School By-Laws were adopted in the October 7th, 2012 Commissioners meeting.

1. All Leagues will encourage their Middle School players to honor the commitment needed to play for a Loudoun County Middle School Team.

2. All Leagues will encourage their Middle school players to honor the commitment needed to play for a Loudoun County PRCS Middle school Team and will honor their commitment to the Loudoun County PRCS Middle school League.

3. Each participating league will appoint a liaison/point person (e.g., Select Commissioner) that will attend meetings and respond to all issues and concerns regarding PRCS Middle School Basketball. This same individual will be responsible in communicating with Loudoun County PRCS weekly to confirm correct scores and/or other game details, as needed.

4. Team Personnel

a) The Loudoun County Middle School Basketball League will be composed of Boys and Girls teams 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. (PRCS may decide to combine age groups to facilitate Division formation).

b) The Boys league will follow 3c. The Girls league will be allowed to play up or down into 3 categories the A. B. or C. leagues with a minimum age in Ci, and maximum age as follows in 3iii.

c) Player age limits:
i) Players participating on a 6th grade travel team cannot turn 14 years old before March 31, 2013.

ii) Players participating on a 7th grade travel team cannot turn 15 years old before March 31, 2013. 

iii) Players participating on an 8th grade travel team cannot turn 16 years old before March 31, 2013.

d) Loudoun County Public School age and attendance policies are to determine the appropriate travel team for each player.  Exception: If necessary to achieve minimum roster size or to even the playing field of players, leagues may move 6th or 7th grade players up as needed. No player can move down a level in grade in the boy’s league only. 

e) Players must play for the Middle School program that serves their middle school.

i) Any home schooled or private schooled players must play for the travel team associated with the middle school they would geographically attend if they went to public school.

ii) Exception: New middle schools may receive an exemption for their first and second school years if approved by a majority of the Leagues.

iii) Leagues cannot combine players from different middle schools in order to form travel teams, except for those schools approved under paragraph (e) (ii) above.

f) Players cannot play in both House and Middle School Leagues.  Players cannot play on both a High School team and a Middle School team. 

g) The girl’s league will have a A. B., and C level. These Leagues may represent each Middle school they will attempt to supply teams for all three categories with a minimum of 2 categories exemptions can be made if approved by a majority of the leagues. Each league will attempt to place each team in the highest possible level (A) for each site before filling (B), and (C). 

h) In the girls league only. If 50% of your roster is 8th grade girls then you must play as an A League team.  If your team is 50% 7th grade at a minimum you would be B league team.  

5. Middle School Rosters

a) Each team must have a minimum of 8 players and a maximum of 12 players.

b) Rosters should be entered by each League or Select Coach into Sportability (http://www.sportability.com/spx/Leagues/Client.asp?ClientID=538) prior to 14 November 2012, or prior to the first scheduled practice, whichever is sooner.  Notify PRCS (sky.dantinne@loudoun.gov) when complete.  Registration in Sportability is recommended to participate, and will be used to allow PRCS to communicate directly with coaches or parents (when required), allow coaches and Commissioners to communicate with each other, allow Commissioners to enter game scores, and to verify player eligibility for participation (age, grade, school, etc.)  Team registration will include the following information for each player or coach on the team:

i) Player Information:

(1) Full name.

(2) Date of birth.

(3) Grade and school

(4) Jersey number.

(5) Parent contact email.

ii) Coach Information:

(1) Full name.

(2) Address.

(3) Email.

(4) Phone. 

c) No roster changes will be made after December 1 unless approved by a majority vote of the Commissioners during a meeting, which may be conducted in person or via email.

6. Practices

a) Organized select practices may not begin prior to Friday October 31, 2012.  The league will assign up to a maximum of 3 hours practice time per week.  For practice time purposes, the week starts on Monday and ends on Sunday. 

7. Playing rules for all regular season and tournament games are in accordance with Virginia State High School Rules (http://www.nfshsa.org/rules-basketball.htm) except those changed or emphasized within this document, including the following:

a) Periods: 7 minutes

b) Timeouts: 3-full and 2-20 second timeouts allowed per game.

c) The home team must wear a light color jersey, and the visiting team must wear a dark color jersey.  The offending team will change their jersey or wear a “pinnie”.

d) Overtime period(s) will be 3 minutes long.  Each team will receive one additional 20-second timeout in overtime (this adds to any left over from regulation time).

e) A coaching “box” will be provided during each game (referees discretion).

f) Each player in uniform must play, but there is no mandatory minimum playing time.  It is up to the coach to decide how much playing time each player receives.

g) Teams leading by more than 20 points may not press, unless the score differential goes back to 20 points or under. The penalty for continued violations is a technical foul on the coach in violation.   

h) If a team is up more than 30 points, there is a mandatory running clock until the end of that quarter. If at the end of that quarter the score has gone below a 30 point differential the running clock may be discontinued.    

i) Each team will supply a volunteer at least 18 years of age to keep score or to operate the clock.  All scorebooks at the end of each game should be given back to the facility attendant to place in a secure location.

j) All Middle School games must be officiated by the same official’s organization during the 2012/2013 season.  

8. Regular Season

a) All Divisions will play a 10 game (home and away) schedule

b) The regular season champion and runner-up teams within each Division will receive individual awards.

9. Post Season Tournament

a) All Divisions will play a single elimination playoff, with teams seeded according to their finish during the regular season.

b) The post-season tournament champion and runner-up teams will receive individual trophies.

c) During the post-season tournament, the higher seeded team is always the home team (and will wear a light color jersey).

Tiebreakers:  The approach that will be used to break all ties, including seeding for the post-season tournament, are as follows in descending order: If at any step a team is eliminated (more than two teams tied) it reverts back to step a) .

a) Head to Head Record- all tied teams must have played each other for this to be considered. 

b) Won/Loss Record among the common opponents played 

c) Strength of victory – total wins by teams defeated.

d) Strength of schedule – calculate total wins and losses of all opponents  

e) Number of points allowed in head-to-head games - e.g., if the teams that are tied played 2 games against each other, and each won 1 game, the team that allowed the fewest points in those 2 games would win this step.

f) Number of points allowed in games against common opponents - this would be a comparison between points allowed for the entire season

g) Coin Flip

10. Infractions and Penalties:  Loudoun County PRCS appointed travel commissioner will make the final decision regarding all alleged rules violations, and conduct after consulting with the appointed Travel representatives from each league. The Rule infraction will be discussed as an open forum with each commissioner making every attempt to include a fair decision.  PRCS will then make the final ruling.  Standing penalties for infractions are as follows:

a) Any coach or player ejected from a game will sit out the next game, no exceptions.

b) Any coach or player ejected for fighting will be permanently removed from the league, no exceptions.

c) Coaches or players receiving two technical fouls in a season will automatically be placed in a probationary status.   Coaches or players who receive four technical fouls in a season will be removed from the PRCS Middle School League.   Furthermore harsh penalties may be enforced by the individual leagues.  Penalty for violations of the PRCS rule are automatic forfeit of any games in which the offending coach or player participated after receiving their fourth technical of the season.

All players, coaches, league staff, and spectators are required to follow the Loudoun County Code of Conduct, at all times. (Please refer to the Loudoun County Web PRCS Web Site for more details).  PRCS representatives (including facilities attendants and referees) have the right to remove unruly fans or participants. Any rules not covered above can be amended per PRCS ruling

5. Codes of Conduct

This League is designed to be an instructional league, one that will benefit all the players and parents not just a select few.  The following codes of conduct will be strictly enforced throughout the season.  

5.1 PLAYERS CODE OF CONDUCT
In order to ensure that the principles of sportsmanship, fair play, skill development, and mutual respect among layers, coaches, officials and spectators are the primary considerations governing competition in the Western Loudoun Basketball League, the following Code of Conduct has been established and adopted.

Each player will ensure that his/her playing conduct is that of a young lady or gentleman fairly competing to the limit of his/her ability. To satisfactorily meet these responsibilities, the player is expected to:

1. Know the rules and abide by them. 

2. Respect the game officials and refrain from addressing them or commenting on their decisions during the play of the game. The game captain or designate may address the officials during the game but only within the provisions of the rules and in a courteous, respectful manner. 

3. Maintain control of his/her emotions, avoiding the use of abusive language or profanity, humiliating remarks, and/or gestures of ill temper, and physical assault upon another player at any time. 

4. Respect the coaches and players of the opposing team and demonstrate appropriate gestures of sportsmanship at the conclusion of game- be humble and generous in victory and proud and courteous in defeat. 

5. Follow all building rules and regulations, respecting at all times the property of others. Be aware that there is to be no shooting at baskets during time outs or intermission of games that are in progress- Before each game only the teams warming up for the next game should be shooting at the baskets. 

6. Realize, accept, and practice the principle that a team’s reputation is built not only on its playing ability but also on the sportsmanship, courtesy and manners of each individual player. 

5.2 COACHES CODE OF CONDUCT
In order to ensure that the principles of sportsmanship, fair play, skill development, and mutual respect among layers, coaches, officials and spectators are the primary considerations governing competition in the Western Loudoun Basketball League, the following Code of Conduct has been established and adopted.

Each coach will ensure that his/her playing conduct is that of a young lady or gentleman fairly competing to the limit of his/her ability. To satisfactorily meet these responsibilities, the coach is expected to:

1. Know the rules and abide by them. 

2. Instruct team members in the rules and coach his/her team in such a way as to motivate each player to compete according to the rules at all times. 

3. Respect the game officials and refrain from questioning their decisions in a disrespectful or abusive manner. Ensure that players, spectators/fans do not shoot at the baskets during timeouts or intermissions. 

4. Ensure that all-building rules and regulations are followed by the players and spectators. 

5. Ensure that fans of his/her team conduct themselves with sportsmanship and maturity at all times while in attendance at game sites; assist the game officials in maintaining control of spectators during the games. 

6. Respect the coaches and players of the opposing team both during the play of the game and at its conclusion, win or lose. 

7. Teach each player, especially through personal example, to be humble and generous in victory and proud and courteous in defeat. 

8. Maintain control of his/her emotions and avoid actions, language, and/or gestures that may be interpreted as hostile and humiliating. 

9. Instruct team support personnel (e.g., assistant coaches, scorekeepers, and timekeepers) in their responsibilities in accordance with established rules and procedures. 

10. Realize, accept, and practice the principal that a team’s reputation is built not only on its playing ability, but also on its sportsmanship, courtesy, and manner. 

11. Provide your team with a FIRST AID KIT that meets the requirements of the Virginia High School League with regard to their Infectious Disease Policy (see attachment within this book).

12. Coaches should refrain from making comments from the bench during an  opponents shot from the free throw line . 

5.3 SPECTATORS CODE OF CONDUCT

In order to ensure that the principles of sportsmanship, fair play, skill development, and mutual respect among layers, coaches, officials and spectators are the primary considerations governing competition in the Western Loudoun Basketball League, the following Code of Conduct has been established and adopted.

Each spectator will ensure that his/her playing conduct is that of a young lady or gentleman fairly competing to the limit of his/her ability. To satisfactorily meet these responsibilities, the spectator is expected to:

1. Respect the rules of the game. 

2. Respect the game officials and refrain from questioning their decisions or from addressing them in a loud, disrespectful or abusive manner 

3. Cheer for their team in a positive, supportive manner, refraining at all times from making hostile, negative, or abusive remarks about the opposing team. 

4. Enter a gym quietly, remain seated during play of the game. Refrain at all times from coming onto the floor or from throwing objects or other foreign materials onto the floor, and exit in an orderly manner at the conclusion of the game. 

5. Follow all building rules and regulations, respecting at all times the property of others. Be aware that there is to be no shooting at baskets during time outs or intermission of games that are in progress- Before each game only the teams warming up for the next game should be shooting at the baskets. SPECTATORS SHOULD NEVER BRING BALLS INTO ANY WLBL GAME SITE GYM 

6. Demonstrate appropriate gestures of sportsmanship at the conclusion of a game, win or lose. 

7. Realize, accept, and practice the principal that a team’s reputation is built not only on its playing ability, but also on the sportsmanship, courtesy, and citizenship of its fans.

5.4 RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONDUCT. 

Each club is responsible to see that their coaches, players and spectators abide by the respective CODE of CONDUCT. All coaches, players and parents or guardians of players will be provided copies of the appropriate CODE of CONDUCT Acknowledgment forms prior to the start of the season. 

5.5 CODE OF CONDUCT REQUIREMENTS. 

CODE of CONDUCT for spectators and players should be thoroughly discussed at a pre-season joint meeting between coaches, players and parent/guardians of players. All sponsors, coaches, parents/guardians and players are required to sign the CODE of CONDUCT Acknowledgment form indicating they understand and accept their responsibilities as stated in the code. This form, with the required signatures, is to be filed with the appropriate Deputy Basketball League President on or before the filing deadline date(s). 

5.6 IMPROPER CONDUCT ADJUDICATED BY WLBL Board. 

Conduct of sponsors, coaches, players or spectators detrimental and contrary to the WLBL CODE of CONDUCT can result in suspension from further participation for whatever period of time deemed reasonable and appropriate by the WLBL Board. 

5.7 IMPROPER CONDUCT PENALTIES. 

Improper conduct on the part of coaches, players or spectators may result in expulsion from the gym, or in extreme cases, forfeiture of the game. 

5.8 OFFENSIVE ACTIONS 

DEFINITIONS OF OFFENSIVE ACTIONS. 
Offensive Actions in more severe cases may result in immediate termination from all activities within the League.
No coach, player, parent/guardian or spectator is to: 

· refuse to abide by an official's decision; or 

· be guilty of objectionable demonstration by throwing equipment or any other forceful action: or 

· be guilty of heaping verbal abuse upon an official for any real or imaginary wrong decision or judgment; or 

· be guilty of an abusive verbal attack upon a player, an opposing coach, official or spectator; or 

· at any time, lay hands upon, push, shove or strike an official; or 

· be guilty of physical attack as an aggressor upon any player, opposing coach, official, spectator, Recreation Building Director or school staff. 

5.9 PENALTIES FOR EJECTION FROM GAMES. 

All ejections will be considered CODE of CONDUCT violations, and the player or coach is automatically suspended for at least ONE (1) game. The Board will define any appropriate penalties and must approve permission for any suspended player or coach to participate in games subsequent to the incident for which they were ejected. All rulings of the Board will be expedient provided that both coaches report the facts relative to the ejection promptly. A player or coach ejected from a game should be notified at the time as to the cause of the ejection; both coaches are still required to notify the League President when an ejection occurs. A written report by the ejecting official explaining the reason(s) for the ejection should be made in all situations involving ejection. Any player, coach or team representative striking or shoving an official will be suspended for the remainder of the season. 

5.10 SUBMISSION OF APPEALS. 

A written appeal may be made to the WLBL Basketball League President within TWENTY-FOUR (24) hours of the penalty decision. The decision of the League President will be final. 

5.11 CODE OF CONDUCT COMMITTEE JURISDICTION. 

When penalties for rule violations are not specified, they will be decided by the Board. 
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